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MysteryLightsProbablyAurora

SeasprayResidentNotifiesPolice

The mysteryof "flares

and lights"seen off the coast
betweenPortAlbertand

Seaspray during the past
week,and againon Saturday

night,is believedto have

been solved.They were al-
most certainlyone of na-
ture's phenomena,Aurora
Australis,betterknownas the
SouthernLights.

The Aurorais at its brightest

on clearwinternights,and can
varyfroma whitebeam,likea
searchlight,

to smallcolored
flashes.

The latestreportof the light

came from Seaspray,where sev-

eral residentsfor severalhours

on Saturday night watcheda

beam like a searchlight flashing
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on and off.

FrederickGooding,a Seaspray
farmer,who was the firstto no-

tice it, said:"About8.30 p.m. I

saw a strangelightin the sky.

It lookedas thoughit was well

out to sea."

"It would suddenlyflash on,

covera 180-deg. arc, and then
disappear. This continuedat
intervals of a few minutesuntil

I wentto bed at 11 p.m."

Soon afterhe noticedthe light

Mr. Goodingtelephoned Sale
policeand his friend,Max Row-

ley, Seaspray postmasterand an
ex-serviceman.

"Withmy wife I watchedthe

lightfor some time,"Mr. Rowley

said last night.

"It lookedjust like a search

light
flickering

on and off out to

sea. I watchedit for abouthalf

an hour,and noticedthat it ap-

pearedto be movingfurtherto

the east, towardLakes Entrance.

Sale policecheckedwith the

R.A.A.F. and navy, and were
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told that no aeroplane or vessel

was in the areaat the time.

Earlierin the week white and

colored"flares"were seen com-
ing fromthe sea off PortAl-

bert.They were takenfor dis-

tress signals, but a thorough

search of the area by localfish-

ermen quicklyconvincedthemthattheflareswere
different

from those used by boats which

fishedtheirwaters.

Some thoughtthey were beingfiredfroma
foreignsubmarine;othersthattheyweresignals

from smugglers to a shoreparty.

Each time lightswere seen

the nightwas cold and
visibility

good.

The secretary of the Victorian

Astronomical Society(Mr. A. W.Walker),questionedaboutthe
lights,said they were probably

theAuroraAustralis.

"The Aurora frequentlytakes
the form of whitebeamslike
searchlights,

thoughit can ap-
pear to be like smallercolored
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lights,"he said.

"It is usuallyat its brightest

on cold, clear,winternights."

Mr. Walker explained that the

Aurorawas causedby electrical

particlesthrownout by sunspots,

being attractedto the South
Pole.

"Just recentlyseveralsunspots

have been reported," he added.


